Michigan residents can apply for the Home Heating Tax Credit until September 30, 2022
State funds from this credit go directly to easing the heat bills of qualified
Michigan homeowners and renters
Lansing, Mich., August 24, 2022 — Tax credits are not just for tax season. The Community Economic
Development Association of Michigan (CEDAM) is encouraging low- to moderate-income residents
across the state to apply for the Home Heating Credit before the deadline of September 30, 2022.
Each year, the Home Heating Credit is available to Michigan residents. This year there is $120 million
allocated to provide qualified homeowners and renters in Michigan with heating assistance through
the Home Heating Credit. This amount is significantly higher than previous years due to an additional
$70 million in funding from the federal American Rescue Plan Act.
CEDAM was awarded a $1 million grant earlier this year to increase access to the Home Heating Credit
benefit and free tax preparation services, and, in partnership with the Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services, they are encouraging Michigan homeowners and renters to apply.
“Every family should be able to keep the heat on and stay warm and safe through our Michigan
winters,” said Governor Whitmer. “I am proud of the work we have done to fund and expand the Home
Heating Tax Credit, and I urge families to apply by September 30 so they can be ready for the fall and
winter. This credit goes directly to qualified homeowners and renters in Michigan, lowering their costs
and saving them money to pay other bills and put food on the table. I will work with anyone to offer
families real relief, and I am grateful to the Community Economic Development Association of
Michigan for their work in getting this done.”
Last year, the average household received $216 from the Home Heating Credit benefit to reduce their
residential heating costs. Additionally, recipients of food assistance benefits that have received a
Home Heating Credit of greater than $20, may be eligible for an increase in their benefits.
“Eligible individuals should not wait to apply for the Home Heating Credit with the September 30
deadline approaching,” State Treasurer Rachael Eubanks said. “This important tax credit can provide
some relief as we enter into the fall heating season, leaving more money available for other critical
needs.”
In order to qualify, residents must be a homeowner, or a renter with a contracted lease, and meet
income requirements. The best way to apply for the Home Heating Credit, and a number of other tax
credits available to Michigan residents, is to book an appointment at a local free tax preparation site.
“There are over 70 locations across Michigan where residents can go to meet with trained, expert tax
professionals at no cost,” said Matt Hetherwick, Director of Individual Tax Programs at Accounting Aid
Society. “Everyone should file a tax return, even if they are not required to, because tax credits and

benefits are waiting to be claimed.”
Free tax preparation is a community service designed to help Michigan residents improve their
financial wellbeing. Residents who qualify for free tax preparation include those with disabilities, those
with limited English-speaking ability and those who earn less than $58,000 per year. Tax preparation
providers are trained volunteers who are experts in taxes and have an accuracy rate, on average, higher
than their for-profit colleagues.
Residents can book an appointment at a free tax preparation site by locating their site or visiting
MichiganFreeTaxHelp.org. Local human service nonprofits such as United Way 2-1-1 and Community
Action Agencies can also refer residents to a free tax preparation site.
Additional quotes:
“The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) wants to increase access to and
usage of the Home Heating Credit program,” said MDHHS Director Elizabeth Hertel. “We are working
with CEDAM to help get the word out to residents who need help keeping their heat turned on ahead of
the fall and winter months.”
“There is money available from this tax credit to help people keep the heat on during the cold months,”
said Luke Forrest, executive director of CEDAM. “Fall and winter will be here before we know it, and the
time is now to apply and receive this assistance.”
###
About CEDAM
CEDAM is a nonprofit membership association building vibrant communities across Michigan. Our
capacity building programs, policy advocacy, and training events emphasize supporting communities in
the areas of affordable housing, economic growth, and wealth-building at both the federal and state
levels. Through engagement and collaboration with CEDAM members, policymakers, state departments,
and other partners, we sustain a thriving and equitable community economic development sector across
the state.
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